Introduced by Council Member Jones:
RESOLUTION 2012-626
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF DERYA ENGLISH WILLIAMS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
River Region Human Services, Inc. provides vital and much needed second chances to countless individuals in our community whose lives are challenged by mental health and substance abuse issues; and

WHEREAS,
throughout her 29 years at River Region Human Services, from joining the staff as a therapist/counselor in 1982 to her ascendency as CEO/Executive Director in 2003, Derya English Williams gave her all, had an unstinting commitment to providing leadership and setting an example for what it means to reach out and help others uplift their lives; and

WHEREAS,
a 1971 graduate of Atlanta’s Morris Brown College with a Bachelor of Arts degree, Mrs. Williams was subsequently awarded a Master of Arts degree in 1973 from the University of Alabama and furthered her educational pursuits at Oxford University in England in 1977; and
WHEREAS,
with an impressive educational background, Derya Williams embarked on a life and career to nurture those in our midst who are vulnerable, at-risk and on the edge; she saw pain and sought to heal; she saw despair and was determined to reach out and uplift; her positive, compassionate, lasting contributions in improving the human condition are legion; and

WHEREAS,
 on the local and state levels, she became a leader in task forces and advisory councils that tackled mental health and drug abuse issues, rapidly becoming an authority in the fields of HIV/AIDS prevention and substance abuse prevention, intervention and treatment; and
WHEREAS,
an activist believing that personal involvement helped improve entire communities, Derya was a graduate of Leadership Jacksonville, a proud member of the Links, the National Council of Negro Women and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; and
WHEREAS,
her leadership and work did not go unnoticed; in 1983, Derya was named River Region’s Professional of the Year; in 1998, she was named Professional of the Year by the Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association; and, in 2009, she was appointed to serve as a member of the statewide Drug Policy Advisory Council by Governor Charlie Crist; and
WHEREAS,
with the passing of Derya English Williams in November 2011, River Region Human Services, and the Jacksonville community, as a whole, lost a friend and leader whose example inspired many; she will be sorely missed by clients, colleagues, her many friends and fellow citizens;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Commemoration.  The City Council does hereby commemorate the life and achievements of Derya English Williams and expresses the hope that her example and memory continue to inspire Jacksonville citizens in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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